CHAPTER VII
VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

Vazhakunnam is widely known for his mastery on the stage
where he worked wonders in popularising Bhagavata. Not in
less degree he is also known as a devotional poet in Malayalam.
He is also known as a Sanskrit scholar and poet. But there is yet
another field where he is least known and that is the field of
Malayalam drama. It is really an astonishing fact that he is the
author of as many as six published dramas. Thus he has not only
the power of aptly interpreting puranic characters but also the
power of successfully regenerating characters with fresh blood
and colour. This interest is evident from the fact that he has
himself acted in plays written by himself, that too at a very early
age. It is also worth mentioning that he had been managing a
drama troupe with the co-operation of his friends. He had been
an expert even in the green room work and in providing back-
ground music. His interest in Kathakali and music added to his
dramatic talents.1 Unlike most of the dramatists he employed not
only his pen but also his heart, head and muscles for the cause.

The dramatist in him was in the making even in his boyhood
days. He would with no planning, start story telling before the

1 .See Bhaktasiromani, op.cit, p.8.
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